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FY 2012 
Grant Application Guidelines 

 
 
 

1. Please read all materials before making the first mark on the OHV grant 
application. This will help you develop a timeline for your application to ensure 
you don't miss a deadline.  

 
2. Please provide the detailed descriptive information specifically applicable to the 

project for which you seek funding. Adequate documentation is very important, 
but be careful--more is not necessarily better-include only what you need and no 
more. Your application must convince FWP and the OHVAC that your project 
meets program criteria as identified in these OHV Program Guidelines, is well 
thought out and designed, and has considered all reasonable alternatives.  

 
3. Any applicant with an OHV grant approved prior to FY 2009 that has not yet 

completed that grant is not eligible to apply for an FY 2012 grant.  
 

4. Maps and photographs of the site should be high quality. Photos of the project 
area and clear general design plans should accompany your application. Maps 
should include an area map of the surrounding ten miles and a site map of the 
immediate project area. 

 
5.  All projects must satisfy the Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) and the 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) found in the Environmental Analysis. 
If a NEPA assessment for a project on federal property has already been made, 
please note that a NEPA categorical exclusion does not satisfy MEPA. Each 
application, with the exception of categories noted in item number six, must 
contain a completed Environmental Analysis. Project effects may be either 
negative or positive. Use biologist's comments from the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Review Forms as applicable. For example, displacing wildlife from a calving area 
or winter range is a negative impact while improving a trail to lead people away 
from a calving area or winter range is a positive impact. Dated Environmental 
Analysis and Wilflife and Fisheries Review Forms are good for two years. If the 
proposed project is exactly the same as last year's (no variations whatsoever), the 
Environmental Analysis, Fisheries Review and Wildlife Review forms from last 
year may be used with this application.  

 
6. Only the following types of projects are exempted from completion of the 

Environmental Analysis: ethics or safety education; brochures; and portable 
exhibits and displays. 

 
7.  Project alternatives need to be discussed in the narrative section of the 

Environmental Analysis. Provide a good discussion of the preferred project 
alternative and the other reasonable alternatives considered, including the required 



"no action" alternative. At a minimum, the discussion must include the "no 
action" alternative and two additional alternatives.  

 
8. If a NEPA assessment for a project on federal property has already been made, 

please note: a NEPA categorical exclusion does not satisfy MEPA. Therefore, the 
Environmental Analysis must be completed in all cases. 

 
 Sponsors should pay special attention to the public-comment requirements at the 
end of the Environmental Analysis. Requirements include soliciting public input 
to the proposed project through solicitation of public input. Describe the total 
public involvement for this project; projects should not be planned in isolation.  The 
general public, adjacent landowners, and other interested parties should be involved 
from the onset.  Promotion of public participation may be through newspaper 
articles and any other means available, such as public meetings, federal quarterly 
newsletters, TV programs, radio announcements, etc.   
 

 
9. Please describe the pre-project status of noxious weeds in the exact area proposed 

for your project and how you will monitor and control weeds on the project area 
during and after construction. It is not enough to simply state that the Forest 
Service Ranger District, the County, or the City has a weed plan, although these 
are all good things to know. However, the sponsor should describe the weed 
status at the project site, what kind of weed encroachment the project might 
encourage, and what the sponsor proposes to do to stop weed encroachment. 
Weed control costs on a project are legitimate trail costs and the sponsor may 
include these as part of the grant request. Exempted projects, such as ethics or 
safety education brochures and portable exhibits and displays, do not require a 
weed plan. The weed plan is valid for a period of two years for the purposes of an 
OHV grant application, if the project proposals are identical.  

 
10. Wildlife and Fisheries Review Forms are a necessity and must include dated 

signatures of a qualified agency fish and wildlife biologist (Fish, Wildlife & 
Parks; US Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, Fish and Wildlife 
Service, etc.) or professional consulting biologist and must be dated within 2 
years of the project application deadline. A fisheries biologist must fill out the 
Fisheries Review form and a wildlife biologist must fill out the Wildlife Review 
form. It is the reviewing biologist's responsibility to determine potential effects on 
fish and wildlife resources, including federally listed threatened, endangered or 
sensitive species. The biologist must determine the potential effects, suggest 
mitigations to minimize negative impacts, or suggest the project has impacts that 
are too great and cannot be mitigated and should not be considered. If the 
proposed project is exactly the same as the 2011 application (no variations 
whatsoever), the Environmental Analysis, Fisheries Review and Wildlife Review 
forms from 2011 may be used with this FY 2012 application.  

 
11. During the biological review, the biologist may inform the sponsor that special 

permits are required before FWP can award a grant. Permits, such as 310, 124 or 
404, may be required for work performed in close proximity to streams, wetlands, 
rivers, bogs, etc. Please supply biologists with detailed project descriptions and 
good project area maps. We advise sponsors to have this information to biologists 
prior to March 1, 2011. Exempted projects, such as ethics or safety education 



brochures and portable exhibits and displays, do not require completed wildlife or 
fisheries review forms.  

 
12. A sponsor may submit only one application per year. An application may contain 

more than one project phase. If the application contains more than one distinct 
project phase, the applicant must prioritize those phases. 

 
13.  All projects seeking funding must comply with existing federal, state and 

jurisdictional laws, regulations and ordinances.  
 

14. The sponsor must provide all information requested. The application must be 
postmarked by June 1, 2011! Late or incomplete applications will not be 
considered for funding.  

 
15. FWP staff review and rank OHV applications with input from the OHV Advisory 

Committee. Final grant approval comes from FWP. Successful applicants will 
receive a project agreement, which must be signed and returned by an appropriate 
official of the sponsor's organization.  

 
 

Weed Plan 
 
The following are key points required in a weed plan for an OHV project application.  
Remember that an existing City, County, Forest, or Resource-area weed plan will not 
satisfy this application. Your plan must be specific to the immediate project area.  Ethics 
or safety education brochures, and portable exhibits and displays do not require weed 
plans. 
 
1. A map delineating the location of existing (pre-project) weed infestations (by 

species). 
 
2. A list of control strategies (mechanical, types of herbicide, etc.) keyed to the map 

and to weed species.  Include how these strategies will be implemented. 
 
3. A schedule for implementing controls that indicates when, where, and who will be 

involved. 
 
An indication of who will be in charge of weed control, now and in the future.  Describe 
who will actually implement the control strategies 


